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A DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM.—This ac- 
cident occurred at the Louisville City Hos- 
pital, under the following circumstances: 
About two o’clock p.M., Monday, July rath, 
Geo. Faulks, a German laborer, aged forty, 
in robust health, came to the hospital dis- 
pensary with subglenoid dislocation of the 
shoulder. He was questioned as to whether 
he had ever taken chloroform, and answered 
that he had on several occasions. He was 
placed upon the table and chloroform ad- 
ministered by the resident physicians. After 
six or eight inhalations his pulse ceased, and 
all efforts to revive him proved ineffectual. 
Artificial respiration, electricity, and digi- 
talis were resorted to, but to no purpose. 
Post-mortem examination developed no or- 
ganic heart-disease. It has since been as- 
certained that he had been to the hospital 
twice with dislocation of the same joint, 
and each time it was reduced under chlo- 
roform. Drs. Rademaker, Moody, and Mc- 
Kinley had administered chloroform previ- 
ously as many as eight times to this man. 
The same chloroform had been used in the 
hospital repeatedly, and is perfectly pure. 


‘ The resident physicians can in no way be 


blamed for this patient’s death. It is just 
one of those unfortunate and inexplicable 
misadventures which now and then occur 
wherever anesthetics are employed. They 
are all more or less dangerous, and he is a 
lucky surgeon who has never had alarming 
or fatal results from chloroform and its kind; 
but we can not do without anesthetics, and 
we must just be as careful as possible in their 
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employment and trust to luck for the result. 
No doubt more deaths would occur in sur- 
gical practice from shock and from refusal 
to endure operations from fear of pain, with- 
out chloroform, than now occur with it; and 
as long as pain is as painful as it is we shall 
give and take anesthetics. 





THE thermometer mounts the nineties, 
and destroys the energies even of the jour- 
nalist. Nevertheless from the wreck we seize 
enough to make our accustomed plea for 
common sense in combating the hot weath- 
er. We declare again that heat has slain 
more victims, five to one, than cold, and 
that the world seems daft about the mat- 
ter. It protects itself against one; it invites 
the fury of the other. Under the ordinary 
régimé of mothers it is “high for luck’’ if 
any child under three years lives through 
the summer of any of our greater cities. 
They hug death in flannels, and in avoiding 
drafts they stumble on the grave. We raise 
our voice again for the helpless ones. We 
plead for shingled heads and bare feet. We 
ask for that covering only which the plain- 
est decency demands. We beg to leave to 
secular scientists the raid against cold wa- 
ter. We ask for all by mouth and skin that 
is necessary to make life passable in these 
sweltering days; and we guarantee that if 
all these dicta are followed fifty per cent 
shall be added to life and one thousand to 
comfort. 





Even Chicago, by the cool lake-side, does 
not escape the dreadful heat. Thirty deaths 
from sunstroke are reported in one day. 
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REMOVAL OF A COMPOUND TUMOR OF THE 
OVARY. 


BY EDWARD MILLER, M.D. 


Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery in the 
Louisville Medical College. 


The patient was a native of Kentucky, re- 
sided in Bullitt County, and was fifty-three 
years old. She had previously been tapped 
twice by Drs. Greenley and Blair. On one 
occasion five gallons and on the other three 
gallons of fluid were withdrawn. After the 
last tapping, the nature of the case being 
recognized, these gentlemen sent her to Lou- 
isville to Prof. Ireland for treatment. Dr. 
Ireland called me in consultation, and on 
examination we found the abdomen uni- 
formly distended from the reaccumulation 
of the fluid. I again tapped the patient and 
evacuated over three gallons of fluid having 
all the characteristics of ovarian dropsy. A 
further examination convinced us that the 
tumor was adherent in front and upon the 
right side, and we further supposed that on 
the right side was a cyst not to be reached 
by the trocar. The tumor had been giving 
the patient inconvenience from its bulk for 
about a year, and the fluid rapidly accumu- 
lated again after being evacuated. As the 
patient’s general health was satisfactory, we 
decided that it was a suitable case for extir- 
pation. 

On June 22d, the patient having been pre- 
viously thoroughly cinchonized by the use 
of eighteen grains of quinine daily for sev- 
eral days, I proceeded to operate in the 
usual manner. An incision was made from 
the umbilicus nearly to the pubi&, and the 
fluid, which was again present in large quan- 
tity, evacuated with Spencer Wells’s trocar. 
The adhesions were, as we supposed, in front 
and upon the right side, and were easily 
broken down with the hand. We then found 
that there was a cyst containing a mixture 
of pus and fluid and a solid tumor nearly 
as large as a child’s head. The size of the 
tumor necessitated the enlargement of the 
incision up above the umbilicus. The tu- 
mor was then lifted from the abdomen; the 
pedicle, which was short and thick, trans- 
fixed and tied; the tumor cut off and the 
ends of the ligature cut short and returned 
to the abdomen. The cavity of the abdo- 
men was sponged out with sponges dipped 
in carbolated water, the edges of the in- 
cision brought together with carbolated silk 


sutures passing through the whole thickness 
of the abdominal walls, including the peri- 
toneum; a flannel bandage placed around 
the abdomen, and the patient put in bed. 
A subcutaneous injection of a quarter of a 
grain of morphia was then given. 

The patient rallied well from the opera- 
tion, having only a slight chill, and rested 
well during the first night, except some nau- 
sea and vomiting, which was attributed to 
the chloroform. “rhe temperature ran up to 
103° F. on the*second day, and the pulse to 
118; but the third day the temperature was 
100° F., which it never again exceeded. 

The patient was kept under the influence 
of opium administered by the rectum. She 
was in no degree stupefied by the drug, but 
only took enough to control the bowels and 
annul the pain. The tympanitis was con- 
siderable, but never occasioned any great 
inconvenience. The most distressing symp- 
tom was the persistent nausea and vomiting. 
Nothing controlled this, but sucking small 
pieces of ice lessened its severity. As she 
was unable to retain any thing in the stom- 
ach, she was nourished by rectal injections 
of ntilk and Valentine’s meat-juice. Under 
this treatment the case progressed favorably, 
the nausea and vomiting gradually disap- 
peared, and the fever abated. The incision 
healed nearly throughout its whole extent 
by the first intention, and at the end of the 
twelfth day the patient was apparently con- 
valescing rapidly, when she had an attack 
of malarial fever. This was broken up by 
quinine, and the patient now is apparently 
well. Although weak from the fever and 
confinement, the patient has a good appe- 
tite, is able to get about, is regular in all 
of her secretions and excretions, and looks 
better than she has for years. 

The operation was performed with the 
assistance of Drs. Ireland, Anderson, Null, 
Leiber, Greenley, and Blair. My thanks are 
due to these gentlemen for their aid, which 
contributed greatly to the happy result. 

LouISVILLE. 





REMARKABLE CASE OF UREMIC POISONING. 
BY WILLIAM L. VAN HORN, M.D. 


On the 22d of last month I was called 
in consultation to see a patient under the 
charge of Dr. J. E. Wright, of this place. 
The patient, Mr. R. A. B., aged sixty-nine 
years, plethoric, irregular habits, and ad- 
dicted to high living, complained of head- 
ache. Face flushed and bowels constipated. 
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A purgative was administered and five drops 
of nit. of amyl ordered to be inhaled. Pa- 
tient returned home, and a few hours after- 
ward Dr. Wright was sent for. He found him 
in bed complaining of gastric pain and vom- 
iting. Calomel and soda, one grain each, 
was ordered, but the patient continued to get 
worse. About 12 M. he had a chill, followed 
by high fever. The sulphate of quinia was 
given in four-grain doses every four hours. 

At to P.M. I was called in consultation ; 
found the patient in a comatose state; tem- 
perature 102° F.; pulse 85, and pupils di- 
lated. A catheter was introduced and about 
one ounce of urine was drawn off. 

The family were questioned, and it was 
ascertained that he had not passed any urine 
for twenty-four hours, and had not had an 
operation from the bowels in three days. 
Enemas of warm water and spirits of tur- 
pentine were given, but failed to produce 
any results. Emplastrum cantharides was 
applied over the occiput and back of the 
neck, which produced a large blister. A 
turpentine stupe was applied over the region 
of the kidneys, but without increasing the 
discharge of urine. Enemas of sulphate of 
quinia, twenty grains, and starch-water, two 
ounces, were given every two hours. At in- 
tervals of two or three hours the catheter 
was introduced, drawing away about one to 
two drams of urine at each catheterization. 
One dram of spirits nit. dulc. was given hyp- 
odermically. About three hours afterward 
the urine dripped from his penis, still the 
coma persisted. Two more enemas of warm 
water and spirits of turpentine were given 
at intervals of three hours, but the bowels 
refused to act. 

On the morning of the 23d instant Dr. 
Gregory was called in consultation; he rec- 
ommended one-grain doses of calomel with 
two-grain doses of bicarb. soda every two 
hours, and acid drinks to be given. This 
plan of treatment was followed, and one 
drop of croton oil was administered, com- 
bined with a little sugar. After an interval 
of four hours another drop was administered. 
This powerful hydrogogue cathartic pro- 
duced no results whatever. 

On the arrival of the steamboat J. A. 
Blanks, Dr. Abbey, of Monroe, who was a 
passenger on board the boat, was requested 
to see the case. He agreed with us in the 
treatment which had been adopted, and sug- 
gested a stupe of the infusion of digitalis 
over the abdomen, and at Dr. Wright’s sug- 
gestion friction with a liniment composed of 
tinct. digitalis, spirits niter dulc., and spirits 


of turpentine, each equal parts, was used over 
the region of the kidneys. The interrupted 
electric current was also used over the region 
of the kidneys, and dry cups along the spine. 

The next morning (the 24th instant) the 
patient was placed in a warm bath; this pro- 
duced profuse perspiration. About one hour 
afterward an enema, composed of carb. am- 
monia, grains thirty, whisky two ounces, and 
sweet spirits niter half ounce, was given. 
The patient died one hour afterward. 

It was noticed during the treatment of this 
case that the temperature fluctuated at ir- 
regular intervals. For forty-eight hours the 
patient was comatose. The vital functions 
were so depressed that the most powerful 
remedies failed to produce their natural 
effect. Thus our means of treatment were 
taken from us. 

CoLumBIA, LA. 





Gorrespondence. 


SUSPENSION OF THE HEART'S ACTION. 


To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

On Saturday evening, 12th of June, I was 
called to see Henry Wallace (colored), aged 
sixty, who took sick the previous evening 
while plowing. I found him suffering from 
congestion of the brain, in a cold, clammy 
perspiration, pulse 104, and lost one beat out 
of eight. He imagined he was plowing, and 
would cluck and holla at his mule every five 
or ten minutes. 

The treatment consisted of calomel, ipe- 
cac, digitalis, aconite, bromide of potassium 
occasionally, and quinine. Next morning 
his pulse lost one out of six beats. Bowels 
not moved. Gave oil, blistered his head, 
continued, digitalis and quinine, and gave 
whisky every three hours. Next morning 
bowels not moved, although he had three 
large doses of oil; pulse lost one beat out 
of three and respiration increasing in fre- 
quency. His mind was still on his plowing. 
The treatment was now discontinued except 
the stimulants and digitalis. 

I went to a house close by, and while 
there Heard violent screams in the old ne- 
gro’s house. On going over I was told by 
the family “‘that he had died, but come to 
life again.’ Of course I discredited their 
story; but while I was at the bedside his 
respirations ceased, his heart became as still 
as death, and his body cold. I closed his 
eyes and mouth and pronounced him dead, 
and, to finish the job, was tying a cloth un- 

















28 LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


der his chin to keep his mouth closed, when 
to my surprise the old negro came to life 
again after his heart-beating and breathing 
had ceased five minutes or more. He lived 
for fourteen hours, and continued to cluck 
and holla at his mule until he died. 


SENATOBIA, MIss. J. A. LONG, M. D. 





CONCERNING COCA. 
To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

There can be no question of the potency 
of coca, and in the hands of the intelligent 
physician much good may be expected from 
its use. But do take your trenchant pen and 
give us a slashing article against the indis- 
criminate use of it. You know a confirmed 
chewer of coca is called a coquero. Among 
the Spanish Americans a coquero is consid- 
ered hopelessly lost, with no prospect of ref- 
ormation. Look at the picture drawn by Von 
Tschudi: “The inveterate coquero is known 
at first glance. His unsteady gait, his yel- 
low skin, his dim and sunken eyes encircled 
by a purple ring, his quivering lips, and his 
general apathy, all bear evidence of the bane- 
ful effects of the coca-juice when taken in 
excess.”’ 

Surely this picture is enough to startle 
any one; but I know that some can not be 
startled if there is a prospect of satisfying 
an appetite ; therefore the greater need of a 
fiery warning in time to the profession, as 
well as the masses, against the indiscrimi- 
nate use of a drug which is so apt to be fol- 
lowed by the blasted and desolate life of 
the coquero. D. H. M’ DONALD. 

Quincy, IND. 





‘Books and WMamphlets. 


TENTH ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE LOUIS- 
VILLE COLLEGE OF PHARMACY, SESSION OF 1880-1. 


Wuat CONSTITUTES A DISCOVERY IN SCIENCE. 
By George M. Beard, A.M., M.D., New York. 


THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF IODIDE OF ETHYL. 
By Robert M. Lawrence, M. D., Boston. From the 
New York Medical Record, June 19, 1880. 


THE HISTOLOGY OF THE BLOOD-VESSELS. By 
Edmund C. Wendt, M.D., New York. Reprint from 
New York Medical Journal, July, 1880. 


THE SHIP-ORIGIN OF YELLOW FEVER, with Com- 
ments upon the Preliminary Report of the Havana 
Yellow Fever Commission, By Rob’t B. S. Hargis, 
M.D., Pensacola, Fla. From Gaillard’s Journal, pub- 
lished in New York, June, 1880. 


ELECTRICITY IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY, with 
Cases to Illustrate. By John J. Caldwell, M. D., Bal- 
timore, Md. Practice limited to diseases of the nerv- 
ous system. Price, twenty-five cents. 


A REPLY TO CRITICISMS ON THE “ PROBLEMS OF 
INSANITY,” WITH REMARKS ON THE GOSLING CASE. 
Delivered before the New York Medico-Legal Soci- 
ety, April 16,1880. By Geo. M. Beard, A.M., M.D., 
Member of New York Medico-Legal Society; Fellow 
of New York Academy of Medicine; Vice-president 
of the American Academy of Medicine; Member of - 
the American Neurological Association; etc. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE 
STATE OF TENNESSEE AT ITS FORTY-SEVENTH AN- 
NUAL MEETING, 1880. Nashville, Tenn.: Printed at 
“The American” Book and Job Office. 1880. 

A creditable volume, containing much 
practical matter. We shall make extracts 
from these Transactions at an early day. 


THE ALIENIST AND NEUROLOGIST: A Quarterly 
Journal of Scientific, Clinical, and Forensic Psychi- 
atry and Neurology. Intended especially to subserve 
the wants of the General Practitioner of Medicine. 
Vol. I, No. 3, 1880. Edited by C. H. Hughes, M.D., 
and an Associate Corps of Collaborators. St. Louis : 
Ev. R. Carreras, printer, publisher, and binder. 1880. 

This journal deserves great success. It 
should be read by all practitioners. 


A cCasuAL view of the former Hospital 
Gazette, of New York, reveals the fact that 
it has made another change, and is now the 
Medical Gazette, five dollars per year. Its 
history has been changeful. It started life 
as the Archives of Clinical Surgery, monthly, 
at four dollars per annum. Soon after the 
Hospital Gazette was published as a tender 
to this; then they combined and became the 
Hospital Gazette and Archives of Clinical 
Surgery, a semi-monthly magazine, at one 
dollar and a half a year. Then it was two 
dollars, and then it became a weekly; and 
and then it was three dollars; then it was 
the Medical Gazette, and then it was five 
dollars. All this within four years. Surely 
our interesting contemporary has believed 
in variety. We trust it has at length reached 
a haven of prosperity and rest. 








DeaTtH IN DuBLIN AND Lonpon.—The 
official return for the week ending June sth 
gives the death-rate of Dublin as 37.5 per 
one thousand of its population, that of Lon- 
don for the same week being 19.4.—AMedical 
Press and Circular. 


Ir is remarkable how malaria interblends 
with and modifies all other diseases.—Dr. 
McSherry, of Baltimore. 
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Mliscellany. 


ScIENCE “on SHow.”’—From the Lancet 
the following suggestive editorial is copied. 
It contains much sad truth: 

It would be an interesting inqury whether 
the progress of science has been in any gen- 
uine sense accelerated by those annual gath- 
erings of its professors at which science is, 
so to say, “on show.’’ In the old days, when 
there were no public displays in this depart- 
ment of work, when workers were content to 
labor steadily and secretly with well-defined 
objects, perhaps remote, but certain to prove 
worth all the toil and pains of the way when 
once reached, there was nothing to divert 
the aim of the scientist, and he had little 
temptation to waste time and energy, beside 
incurring the risk of self-deception, in mak- 
ing scraps of work—good in their place, 
but not meant to be dislocated and viewed 
singly—the objects of special attack. At the 
present time all this is changed. If the la- 
borer would prove himself worthy of his 
hire, he must make a show of himself and 
his work by putting in an appearance at the 
yearly celebration. And just as graziers 
fatten their stock for the show of the Smith- 
field Club, or agriculturists prepare trophies 
of their skill for annual meetings, men of 
science are, perforce, compelled or induced 
to set aside their real business for this exhi- 
bition work. Nor is this all. It is impossi- 
ble that men of even distinguished ability 
can keep up a regular supply of veritable 
novelties to the display of science en féte, 
and there is no alternative except to fall into 
the rear or to make conclusions known to be 
based on tentative inferences do duty for 
solid results. 

The effect this method produces on science 
is mischievous in itself and misleading. Year 
by year unripe fruit is offered in competition 
at the annual shows of scientific work in its 
several branches, and year by year the ad- 
mission has to be made, or the truth sup- 
pressed, that grave errors have been perpe- 
trated, wrong conclusions formulated, and 
false doctrines promulgated, in the haste to 
appear clever and brilliant, and to show 
work which might have been worth showing 
if the worker could have afforded to wait. 
It is impossible to blame those who deceive 
themselves and others by the impetuous haste 
of their revelations. It is difficult to avoid 
being anticipated, unless the fleeting oppor- 
tunity is utilized. Nevertheless, the conse- 
quences of this pelting speed, this hot com- 


petition, this scramble for places in the front 
of the procession, are grave, and unless a 
spirit of moderation should come over the 
minds of those who head this movement, 
such a spirit as would induce them to hold 
aloof from the hurrying crowd, and to dis- 
countenance the annual efforts which do so 
much harm to real science, it is difficult to 
see how a great fiasco can be escaped. It 
may be urged that we are in error in attrib- 
uting this haste to the influence exerted by 
annual celebrations. 

We are convinced that such gatherings 
have done more to encourage the impulsive 
publication of discoveries which are imma- 
ture, and to foster the modern method of 
“forcing’’ the growth of what seems to be 
knowledge, but is, in fact, conjecture, than 
any other agency, and to their influence 
most of the mistakes the scientific commu- 
nity has cause to lament are actually due. 
All societies probably act in this way, but 
those which glorify results in public once a 
year do especial mischief. 


“Tue Crupities.’’—“ Beeswax,”’ in Med- 
ical Times and Gazette. 

As a modest though somewhat ambitious 
man, perhaps you will allow me, through 
your widely -circulated journal, to publish 
to the medical world two discoveries of 
mine. 

I have, after immense labor, succeeded in 
discovering a disease, and, what is of more 
importance, its remedy. The disease in ques- 
tion is one specially afflicting scientific men 
of mark, and I have ventured to call it “The 
Crudities,’’ from its objective symptoms. It 
consists in a violent, and, I am sorry to add, 
not an always unselfish, yearning after pub- 
licity, whereby the unfortunate patient will 
recklessly injure a good professional reputa- 
tion in publishing, forsooth, a crude account 
of some discovery—alas! too soon to be re- 
covered by oblivion. 

The widespread prevalence of this dis- 
ease is observable to the ordinary newspaper- 
reader in the notices he sees from time to 
time of electric candles that will not light,° 
or predicted thunder-storms that can not 
burst; but it is in the medical world that its 
ravages are most apparent. I am sorry that 
I can not give an account of the pathology 
of the disease, as I have not yet succeeded 
in obtaining a dead professor to dissect. I 
believe, however, that it will be found to be 
due to the presence of a nematoid worm in 
the tissues. 

I now come to my second discovery, pre- 
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mising that the disease is due to the vagaries 
of some entozoon ; and, knowing the reten- 
tive properties of wax, I made a series of 
careful experiments upon small animals and 
insects, to ascertain the holding powers ex- 
erted by different kinds of beeswax when 
applied to them. I came to the conclusion 
that the stickiest, gummiest, most adhesive 
holdfast ever invented was the product of 
some rare bees living in the wilds of Central 
Australia. This drug (of which my agents 
have purchased all the present available sup- 

‘ ply) is a certain and most effective cure for 
this intractable disease. 

I shall not trouble you with an elaborate 
record of cases benefited by the remedy, but 
shall only state that I took a bolus of it be- 
fore writing this letter. 


Doctors IN PARLIAMENT.—Dr. G. W. Pot- 
ter has a lengthy and feeling letter on this 
subject in the Lancet of June 12th. From 
it the following extracts are taken: 

The new Parliament has been complete 
for some little time, and a word or two may 
not be inopportune with regard to the med- 
ical element in its composition. The first 
thing that strikes one is, that whatever may 
be the quality of that element, the quantity 
is any thing but excessive. The legal pro- 
fession, not more learned or more numerous, 
or of greater legislative importance than the 
medical, has nine times as many representa- 
tives in the House of Commons, besides an 
important contingent in the Lords. .. . 

It may be noted that the deficiency is due 
chiefly to the larger division of the United 
Kingdom, Ireland sending two doctors to 
Parliament, Scotland three, and England 
none. This is a state of things at once cu- 
rious and unsatisfactory. That of the twenty 
thousand learned and scientific men who con- 
stitute the medical profession in England, 
not one should be found even to offer him- 
self for Parliament during the late general 
election, is a phenomenon worthy of more 
than passing notice. It is a phenomenon all 
the more striking when contrasted with the 
animated interest displayed in politics by the 
medical proiession in France, Germany, and 
other continental countries. .. . 

Some of the eminent physicians and sur- 
geons of the present day are men of robust 
and manly character, whose natural charac- 
teristics have been developed in a high de- 
gree by severe and prolonged training, and 
they may fitly be considered great and illus- 
trious men. But take them away from their 
own line of things and they will be seen to 


hold a very modest place in the public judg- 
ment. 

There is an unfortunate feeling among 
medical men that they should keep strictly 
to their own department, and not mix them- 
selves up with the turmoil and excitement of 
political life. There is an uncertainty, too, 
as to what might be the effect on their pro- 
fessional gains if they took a decided stand 
and gave up a portion of their time to polit- 
ical duties. Now, while this feeling may be 
strictly in accordance with the dictates of a 
cold and wordly prudence, it by no means 
commends itself to a noble and generous pa- 
triotism. ... 

Never yet have we seemed to see and pos- 
sess that social and political position which 
is our just due, and which it is so impor- 
tant for the public welfare that we should 
possess. That lawyers and divines should 
sit in the highest council of the nation, 
while men who study the very reason and 
nature of all things, theology and law not 
excepted, should be forbidden to approach 
these high precincts is an. anachronism and 
an absurdity. 


BaKED Brans.—“New-England baked 
beans have been the cause of more disease 
than has the severity of its climate,’’ says 
a doctor who believes “ fruits, vegetables, 
sweets and sours (except lemons),” and milk 
and fats, poisonous to consumptives; and, 
furthermore, that these foods will develop 
consumption, and who also says “consump- 
tion is hereditary just as a father’s specta- 
cles or cane may be. If one chooses to 
wear the spectacles and the cane they are 
hereditary, but not otherwise.” Beans have 
nothing to fear from the writer of such bosh 
as this. 


A Cuinese Disp—“ Rotten Eccs.’”’—The 
so-called rotten egg is only a duck’s egg pre- 
served for a long time in an air-tight envelop 
made of ashes, chalk, tea-leaves, and a num- 
ber of other strange substances, till the yolk 
turns first to a green color and then to a 
fine black, when it is considered fit to be 
eaten.— Caterer. 


CHICKEN CHEESE.—Boil two chickens till 
tender; take out all the bones and chop the 
meat fine; season to taste with salt, pepper, 
and butter; pour in enough of the liquor 
they are boiled in to make moist. Mold it 
in any shape you choose, and when cold 
turn out and cut into slices. It is an excel- 
lent traveling lunch. 
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EpiroriaL Notices OF PATENTED HuMBUG 
AppLIANCES.—The Virginia Medical Month- 
ly is the champion of its advertisers, the 
friend of the notorious C. G. Polk of the 
American University of Philadelphia, lately 
reéxposed by’ United States Minister White, 
and the indorser of Bryan’s Electric Belts, 
a humbug which is put upon the market by 
the proprietor of one of the most notorious 
cure-all establishments of this city. It is 
about time that editors of medical journals 
should be called to account for selling their 
pages; in fact selling themselves, body and 
soul, to disreputable advertisers. We have 
seen the advertisement in several of our con- 
temporaries, but up to the present time the 
Virginia Medical Monthly is, we believe, the 
only medical journal that has succumbed to 
the tempter so completely as to laud, edito- 
rially, an article which, if the editor were 
not blind to the fact, he must know to be 
one of the greatest humbugs ever perpetrated 
upon the public. But there is one thing we 
would like to say to the editor of the Vir- 
ginia Medical Monthly, and that is, that 
when he says that Bryan’s Belt “is so highly 
approved and recommended by the profes- 
sion generally” he tells a palpable untruth. 

We regret that we are called upon to hold 
a contemporary up to the scorn of the pro- 
fessson, but the journal in question, in stoop- 
ing to such practice, has sown the wind, and 
must reap the whirlwind. The editor has 
evidently missed his calling. He should 
be at the head of some religious paper, as 
it is in such that we are always sure to find 
such brilliant editorials as it seems to be his 
forte to write.—Med. Gazette of May 22, 1880. 

We would recommend the Virginia Med- 
ical Monthly to procure a good supply of 
lactopeptine at once to aid in digesting the 
above. With the most approved condiments 
and good advice, “not to notice it,” the 
thing may be stomached.—Ep. SOUTHERN 
CLINIC. 

[Is shat the Polk ?—the discoverer of keph- 
alin and partner in the mutual admiratian 
association of Salisbury & Polk ?—Epirors 
NEws. | 


Docrors’ FEEs 1n Boston.—Commenting 
on a case lately in court, Dr. Henry G. Clark 
remarks : 

There is no profession or business re- 
quiring an equal amount of ability, acquire- 
ment, and devotion which is so poorly re- 
quited in money as that of the practice of 
medicine ; and the number of those whom 
we know who have been able, after support- 


ing themselves in tolerable comfort, to leave 
for those who are dependent on them even 
a modest competency can be almost counted 
on the fingers of one’s hand. 

This ought not to be, and it seems but 
preasonable and just that the profession itself 
should do something to advance its own in- 
terests in this regard. There appears to be 
no reason, therefore, why the rates of the 
fee-table should not be advanced; nor why 
the larger fee should not be made the cus- 
tom, and thus have the advantage of being 
sustained by the courts of law. 

It costs as much to live in Boston as in 
London. The services of medical men are 
worth as much here as there. Why should 
we not then expect—I will not say exact— 
from all those who are able to pay it the 
guinea-a-visit, or its eqivalent in our money, 
the HALF-EAGLE ? 


THE LATE ASSOCIATION MEETING. — Dr. 
Leartus Connor, of the Detroit Lancet, thus 
writes of the late meeting of the American 
Medical Association: Of the quality of the 
papers presented, it was upon the whole far 
below that presented at the average medical 
society. Of the addresses of the chairmen 
of sections, the best thing that could be said 
of them as a whole is that they were short. 
The best part of the section-work consisted 
in the discussions that were elicited by the 
several papers. In general, we may say that 
the meeting was a success. 





Selections. 


Remarks on Acupuncture.—Extracts from Mr. 
Simon Snell’s paper in Medical Times and Gazette, 
June togth: 

Acupuncture appears to have been practiced by 
the Chinese and Japanese from time immemorial, 
but was only introduced into Europe a couple of 
hundred years since. At the early part of the pres- 
ent century it was a good deal used in England. 

The needles employed are long, slender, and sharp- 
pointed, and furnished with a head or small handle of 
ivory. A large sewing-needle answers the purpose, 
Care should be taken to prevent the possibility of its 
slipping beneath the skin by placing on it a head of 
sealing-wax. The needles are generally made of 
steel, but silver and gold have been used, more par- 
ticularly in the East. The Japanese are said to be 
bold in the use of these needles, and plunge them 
into the various viscera, and even into the fetus. in the 
womb to repress its tumultuous movements, * Their 
efficacy was undoubted in maladies, as they said, de- 
pendent on the wandering about of winds or vapors. 

The operation is performed by pricking the skin 
and gently pressing the needle onward in, as some 
advise, a rotatory manner. The place chosen is at 
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the seat of pain. A minute or two will suffice for the 
needle to ‘remain in the part, though it has been 
thought better by some for it to be a longer time. 
Again, only one needle may be plunged into the 
affected region, or as many as half a dozen. I have 
seen both a single needle and several needles used, 


but as I saw no better results in those cases in which4 
a large number were employed, it was always my © 


practice to use a single one. 

The benefit of acupuncture in anasarcous limbs, 
allowing the exit of serum, is well known; as are 
also the capital results often achieved by making nu- 
merous punctures in a hydrocele with one of these 
needles and permitting the fluid to escape into the 
areolar tissue and become absorbed. 

But the cases in which the effects of acupuncture 
are often so strikingly brilliant are in a different cat- 
egory from these, and the modus operandi is not the 
same. Those I relate (five cases are reported) illus- 
trate its use in cases of weakened deltoid from lacer- 
ation or otherwise following dislocation, or from a 
fall on the shoulder; another case, its benefit in 
chronic rheumatism. It has been recommended in 
rheumatic and neuralgic affections generally. These 
are the class of cases I have seen it practiced in, and 
in most instances with brilliant results. Like every 
other remedy, it has been put to ridiculous uses, and 
it was even suggested that the running of a large 
needle into the right ventricle in cases of asphyxia 
might be beneficial! But as its employment is at- 
tended with but little pain, and that it is but seldom 
that any ill effects result from it, it is scarcely sur- 
prising that enthusiasts should have carried its use to 
absurd lengths. The employment of the aspirator in 
tapping a distended bladder, and its other uses, has 
additionally proved the little harm resulting from the 
‘, insertion of a small, clean needle into different parts 
of the body, It is worthy of note, however, that, 
while the Japanese plunged these needles into the 
abdomen and other important regions of the body, it 
would appear that they always avoided the neighbor- 
hood of joints. ... 

It has been supposed that its efficacy in neuralgia 
is occasioned by the letting out of fluids in the nerve- 
sheaths by the passage of the needles. Mr. Pridgin 
Teale thinks that, at all events in disused and wasted 
muscles, the mere act of the will being inadequate to 
force sufficient blood into the muscular fiber to give 
it tone to act, this defective power of will is supplied 
by the stimulus of acupuncture in producing a tem- 
porary corresponding increase in the caliber of the 
vessels and blood-supply. In support of this he 
mentions that an area of vascular redness is seen 
round the puncture; but this I have not myself found 
to be so constant in appearance. 

Dr. Elliotson remarks, ‘‘ The effects are not deduci- 
ble from counter-stimulation, for they are sometimes 
most remarkabie when such stimulation has scarcely 
been felt; nor from electrical agency, for they are 
equally produced when the needles are silver or 
gold; nor from moral agency, for they who deride 
the curative influence of the needles are as much 
benefited by their application, provided their cases be 
suitable, as those who have the most unlimited confi- 
dence in their efficacy—the reasoning and incredu- 
lous European being in this respect on a level with 
the all-believing and unlettered Chinese.” The im- 
pression on my own mind, however, has always been, 
that in many cases, at all events, the moral has been 
an important factor in the production of the results. 
The needle may act as a stimulant to the terminal 


nerve-twigs in these cases of muscular disability, 
and thus in some measure account for the beneficial 
effects. But I believe the most remarkable results I 
have witnessed in this class of cases have occurred 
when immediately after the acupuncture the patients 
were encouraged and urged to do their best in the 
way of moving the affected parts. 


Tinned Wrought-iron Frying-pans.— A few 
weeks ago, says the Ironmonger, a correspondent, for 
whose dona fides and responsible social position we 
can vouch, informed us that recently in London he 
bought a “tinned” wrought-iron fish-pan at one of 
the first West-end shops, the charge made being about 
fifteen shillings, a sum which should have insured a 
good and innocuous article. Feeling somewhat sus- 
picious as to the composition of the lining of the 
stewpan, however, our correspondent narrates that he 
decided to go to the expense of having it analyzed, 
in order, if possible, to avoid the risk of being slowly 
poisoned. Having removed the inside coating, it was 
sent to Mr. Jones, the public analyst for the county of 
Stafford. That gentleman, having subjected the ma- 
terials to scientific examination, made a report giving 
the following startling particulars: Lead, 63.81; tin, 
30.05; iron, 5.28; and copper, a trace! We have no 
desire to assume the réle of alarmists, nor do we for 
a moment wish to involve the good and the bad alike 
in one condemnation, but we are certainly of opinion 
that a result such as this is calculated to upset the 
equanimity of even the calmest persons. By com- 
mon consent, lead is a slow but deadly poison, and 
its known use in connection with cooking-utensils is 
universally and properly tabooed. Here, however, 
we have an article purporting to be tinned which in 
reality contains over sixty per cent of lead; so that 
the unsuspecting consumer is not only cheated by 
having an article worth about one fifth of that which 
he pays for palmed off upon him, but is subjected to 
the imminent risk of having himself and family poi- 
soned into the bargain! Inspectors who have hitherto 
contented themselves with testing our food should at 
once turn their attention to the utensils in which that 
food is cooked. We beg to call the attention of the 
board of trade to this hitherto unsuspected source of 
poisoning, and we do so with the greater confidence 
now that that influential department is presided over 
by a gentleman so intimately acquainted with the 
hardware trade as Mr. Chamberlain, the member for 
Birmingham.—MMed. Press and Circular. 


Hay Fever.—A. B. writes to the Medical Times 
and Gazette: As many of your readers are most likely 
suffering from this troublesome complaint, perhaps 
you will find space for these few lines. For many 
years I have been troubled with hay fever, and I have 
not heard of any remedy until recently. A week or 
two ago a friend of mine advised me to inhale brandy 
and water and bathe my eyes with it. Those who will 
adopt this simple remedy will suffer no more from 
hay fever. 


Chian Turpentine in Cancer.—Mr. John Clay 
writés, in the Lancet, from Birmingham: In my hands 
the most satisfactory results continue to be produced 
by the true article in cancer of various organs. 

[It is apparently nearly impossible to get genuine 
chian turpentine in England, and its purity is more 
improbable in America. Its dose is six grains thrice 
daily.— Eps. ] 
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A Case of Basic Cavity of the Lung Treated 
by Paracentesis was reported to the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society, June 8th, by Dr. R. Douglas 
Powell and Dr. R. W. Lyell. The case was that of 
a man aged forty-nine, of intemperate habits, who in 
December, 1878, had bronchitis, followed by pleuro- 
pneumonia and fetid expectoration. He improved 
after a time, but relapsed again in July. On admis- 
sion there was consolidation of the lower lobe of the 
right lung, with excavation of its central portion, the 
cavity signs being centered about the level of the 
seventh dorsal spine in the line of the angle of the 
scapula, There was considerable hectic, with diar- 
rhea and anorexia. The breath and expectoration 
were extremely fetid, the latter being very abundant, 
amounting to a pint in twenty-four hours. The oper- 
ation of paracentesis was performed September 11th. 

A medium-sized aspiration-trocar was first thrust in 
at the eighth space mid-scapular line, and a free in- 
cision having been made through the tissues down to 
the intercostal membrane, the fine trocar was with- 
drawn and a full-sized hydrocele trocar inserted, 
which, after slightly enlarging the opening, was in its 
turn removed and a large drainage-tube introduced. 
Carbolized dressings were applied. A moderate quan- 
tity of secretion escaped from the wound (which gave 
rise to no serious bleeding), and the discharge subse- 
quently from the tube, although free, was never abun- 
dant. The expectoration and cough, however, at 
once almost entirely ceased. The wound was dressed 
daily under the carbolic spray, with the view of dis- 
infecting it and the cavity, and injections of Condy’s 
solution were used. Patient died on October 3Ist, 
fifty days after the operation. . 

In their remarks upon the case the authors ‘com- 
mented on the infrequency with which the base of 
the lung had been tapped, and pointed out that the 
immediate cessation of cough and expectoration after 
operation in this case was a fact very encouraging to 
future interference with such cavities under more 
favorable circumstances, and also afforded a valuable 
hint respecting the importance of disinfecting lung- 
cavities. For it was clear from the small amount of 
the discharge, compared with the great previous quan- 
tity of expectoration, that the bulk of that expecto- 
ration had been yielded by the bronchi irritated by 
the acrid fluids and gases in their passage from the 
cavities. While advocating the puncture of chronic 
basis cavities in suitable cases, the authors deprecated 
interference with apex cavities, on the ground of its 
being rarely necessary or useful, and are averse, save 
in exceptional instances to making incisions into 
acute basis abscesses of the lung. In the present case, 
however, the operation had undoubtedly been post- 
poned too long, the patient having come under obser- 
vation too late. The diagnosis of the case from em- 
pyema was touched upon, and the several steps of 
the operation discussed; the use of a large trocar in 
preference to the knife being advocated. In future 
cases, too, the authors would prefer to choose the 
center of the cavity rather than its lowest point for 
puncture, where it is situated in the posterior lobe of 
the lung. 

Dr. Theodore Williams said that in every instance 
the nature of the case had to be considered. Thus 
the operation might be useful in certain forms of 
bronchiectasis, but these could not easily be reached. 
The removal of the putrid fluid was all-important, as 
the other lung might be poisoned by the exhalations. 
In one case he tapped a limited empyema, thinking 
it a bronchiectasis. In most cases of phthisis the 


cavities, being in the upper part of the lung, drain 
themselves. He referred specially to a case where 
the president, Mr. Erichsen, had operated for him 
with very great advantage. 

Mr. Erichsen said that in these cases the great 
thing was drainage, and that antiseptics did little or 
no good. The patient was really poisoned by his own 
secretions. He would make a free opening and get 
rid of the foul material. In the case referred to by 
Dr. Theodore Williams the whole house was infected, 
and the smell could be perceived to the very door, 
yet when the collection of stuff was opened the whole 
fetor rapidly disappeared. Care should always be 
exercised in the selection of a tube; they should be 
rigid, to oluviate any risk of forming an acute angle. 
He had found a flat trocar with a vulcanite canula 
the best instrument to use, but if he had to do it 
again he would rather pass in a director, and then 
gradually tear with dressing-forceps than cut. Injec- 
tion of fluid only seemed to irritate. In Dr. Wil- 
liams’s case an emphysema set in all over the body, 
and at each cough it could be seen to increase. This 
air, although intensely fetid, produced no bad effects 
on the body. 


Influence of Electricity on Bacteria.— Some 
new experiments with regard to the influence of elec- 
tricity upon bacteria (Med. Press and Circular) have 
been published by Professor Cohn, who adopted the 
method of sowing with bacteria a sterilized mineral 
nutritive solution, subjecting them to electric cur- 
rents, and noting the results. A Marie-Davy flask 
element he finds to exert (according to strength of 
current) either no influence on the increase of bac- 
teria or merely a retardative influence. On the other 
hand, the current from two powerful elements steri- 
lized the nutritive solution completely at the positive 
pole in twelve to twenty-four hours, so that after- 
ward the bacteria introduced did not increase. At 
the negative pole the action was weaker, the liquid 
not completely sterilized. At neither of the poles 
were the bacteria killed, and when brought into an- 
other nutritive liquid they developed normally. On 
the other hand, yeast cells and mycelium fungus 
brought into the liquid that was sterile for bacteria 
increased plentifully at the positive pole. A battery 
of five strong elements killed the bacteria distributed 
in the liquid within twenty-four hours, and sterilized 
the liquid of both poles. 


Collapse Successfully Treated by Subcutane- 
ous Injection of Atropine.—Dr. Gundrum reports, 
in the Therapeutic Gazette, the particulars of a case 
of chronic knee-joint disease, in which hyper-disten- 
sion of the abscess sac with a carbolic-acid solution, 
strength one to forty (Callender’s method), was fol- 
lowed by symptoms of an alarming and almost fatal 
collapse, due to carbolic-acid poisoning, as was clear- 
ly proved by the abundant formation of carbolic-acid 
crystals in a portion of the patient’s urine after evap- 
oration. 


Ringworm of the Scalp.—Dr. MacLeod (Dun- 
dee), after failing to cure an obstinate case of ring- 
worm by various remedies—as ascetic acid, carbolic 
acid, oil of cade, oil of stavesacre, etc.—found it 
yield readily to a mixture of iodine and oil of tar in 
the proportion of two drams to one ounce painted 
over the patches three or four times. This plan has 
been recommended by Professor McCall Anderson.— 
Lancet. 
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The Blood in Febrile States.—M. Hayem, who 
has added so muck. to our knowledge (Lancet) of va- 
rious morbid states of the blood, has lately published 
some observations on the minute alterations in the 
mode of formation of the coagulum in various febrile 
states. When the blood is spread out in a thin layer 
under the microscope, the corpuscles are seen to as- 
sume a special arrangement. The irregular spaces 
which the rouleaux leave are larger and less numerous 
than under normal conditions. If after coagulation 
an attempt is made to separate the elements, it is 
found that the corpuscles are united by extremely 
fine filaments of fibrin, which cause them to assume 
very irregular shapes; they present also an abnormal 
viscosity when compressed by the surrounding fibrin. 
Other changes which the blood presents can not be, 
with certainty, ascribed to the inflammatory processes. 
Even when the pyrexia is high there is no alteration 
in the dimensions of the red corpuscles. The in- 
crease in the number of leucocytes affects equally all 
forms of pale corpuscles, their mutual proportion 
being about the same as in normal blood. Nor do 
these present any structural alterations; their ameboid 
movements are the same as in health, except that 
they are somewhat interfered with by the filaments of 
fibrin which adhere to them. Many “ hematoblasts”’ 
occupy the empty spaces, and, like the red corpuscles, 
they become more viscous and adherent one to an- 
other, and hence quickly form masses, notably larger 
than those seen in normal blood. Very soon a retic- 
ulum appears, considerably denser than in other cir- 
cumstances, the constituent filaments being thicker 
and closer than those of normal blood. During this 
formation the hematoblasts have fused together into 
little blocks of waxy aspect, to which large numbers 
of fibrils are attached, giving them a characteristic 
appearance of balls of spines. The excess of fibrin 
in the blood gives rise to another appearance if the 
blood is diluted with the liquid used in the ordinary 
numeration of the corpuscles; minute solid particles 
become visible to the naked eye in the mixture, an 
appearance never seen with normal blood. These 
particles are composed of hematoblasts, surrounded 
by a finely granular or or fibrillar substance, to which 
many leucocytes and red corpuscles adhere. These 
changes in the blood may be found, although in a 
less marked degree, in cases of chronic as well as 
in acute inflammation. 


Diagnosis of Posture of the Child in Utero.— 
In Boston Med. and Surg. Jour. The popular opinion 
that the child in utero may readily change its position 
(says Mr. J. O. Whitney) is an error, except in cases 
where the quantity of amniotic fluid is very great in 
proportion to the size of the offspring. In the early 
months of pregnancy this proportion is far greater 
than later, and then, no doubt, the fetus may change 
its presentation. Why, in the very great majority of 
cases, it assumes the “first position” of obstetrical 
writers is not a part of this communication; the fact 
is merely cited. 

As is well known in this case, the back of the 
child lies against the mother’s left flank; its abdo- 
men presents to her right flank, with its pelvic ex- 
tremity of body upward, and usually to the left of 
the median line of her body. The second position 
is the reverse of this, to wit, the child’s back against 
the mother’s right side, and its abdomen to her left, 
the vertex down in the pelvis. To ascertain which 
of the two presentations exists in a given case, as- 
suming that the mother is not obese, and that there 


is about the usual quantity of liquid surrounding the 
child, is not a difficult problem when once the fingers 
acquire the factus eruditus. 

On the side that presents the greatest firmness 
the child’s back lies; the abdomen of the child gives 
a notably less hard feel to the mother’s flank to 
which it is applied. This fact is very palpable in the 
most of cases. The feeling of firmness is greatest 
below, and lessens as the child’s body is traced up- 
ward toward its pelvis. Where the child’s back lies 
the mother, if delicate, has a sense of weight, but no 
motions are perceived by her in this locality. Mo- 
tions are felt by her on the side toward which the 
child’s abdomen is turned, for they are made by its 
upper and lower extremities. No little dexterity in 
cross-questioning is often required to bring out the 
location of the motions. There is a pushing or 
crowding feeling made by the child’s pelvis (or ver- 
tex) high up, with “a bunch.” These two kinds of 
motions must he clearly distinguished from each 
other, and it is rare that a patient, when her atten- 
tion is called to the difference, can not recognize it. 
So that if we find the mother’s abdomen is firmer to 
the touch on the left, low down, that the little mo- 
tions are on the right, the pushing of the child’s pel- 
vis high up and to the left, the first position exists; 
but to confirm it, place the ear where the mother’s 
abdomen is the firmest, and the child’s heart-beat 
will be found. And if the pulsations of the child’s 
heart are on the right (below the line of the mother’s 
navel), and here it is found firmest to the touch, the 
blows of the child’s feet and hands on the left, and 
this last locality notably softer to the touch, we may 
predict for a certainty that it is in the second position. 

Usually it is easy to distinguish between the head 
of the child and its pelvic extremity by touch alone 
in the upper part of the abdomen; but the safest 
mode is to place the patient upon her back, and, the 
knees being drawn up, with the fingers of both hands, 
one on both sides, press somewhat firmly into the 
pelvic cavity just above the pubes, and the child’s 
head can be made out. It igfower than if the pelvis 
is downward. 

In cases of great obesity of the mother a doubt 
might remain. If it is a point of great importance, 
the vaginal touch should also be practiced. These 
simple rules are the key to the whole art of diag- 
nosing the posture of the childin utero. Familiarity 
with them will enable any one to decide in a moment 
the existence of twins or a cross-presentation in the 
majority of cases. 


Sweating of the Hands.—Cold and clammy 
perspiration in the palms of the hands is almost, if 
not absolutely, diagnostic of difficulty with the re- 
productive apparatus. This condition is found not 
in young men alone, but in the married—indeed in 
all who have been especially excessive or in any 
way have brought on a state of sexual neurasthenia, 
While it is entirely possible that this symptom might 
exist in a person who had no other sign of sexual 
disturbance, I have yet to see a case of that kind.— 
Geo. M. Beard, M.D.,in Independent Practitioner. 

[Our observation widely differs from Dr. Beard’s. 
Constantly we have seen this polydrosis having no 
connection in any way with the sexual organs. We 
wish, however, people generally would read Dr. B.’s 
statement. It might induce many clammy- handed 
people to wear gloves or to quit hand-shaking from 
fear of being suspected of masturbation.—Ebs. ] 
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On Persistent Priapism not connected with 
Lesion of the Central Nervous System.—A 
very interesting case of priapism, probably due to a 
leucocythemic condition of the blood, is narrated by 
Dr. Peabody, of this city (New York Med. Journal). 
A coachman, twenty-eight years of age, had fever and 
ague in 1874, and in 1879, when he also suffered from 
epistaxis. When first seen by Dr. Peabody he com- 
plained of priapism,-which was unaccompanied by 
seminal emissions or sexual desires. He could urin- 
ate without difficulty, as the erection was only con- 
fined to the corpora cavernosa. His kidneys were 
affected, as was shown by the general anemic condi- 
tion, the swelling of the feet, and the presence of 
albumen and hyaline casts in the urine. The spleen 
was enlarged, as were also the cervical and inguinal 
glands. He suffered great pain in the perineum when 
he attempted to sit, and was kept in the recumbent 
position, his penis protected from the bedclothes. 
Quinine, and later cinchonidia, was given internally, 
and ergot injected hypodermically over the site of 
the spleen. At the end of a month his penis was of 
the usual size, and during this time the temperature 
often rose to 101° F, in the evening, to fall to 99° F. 
the next morning. The blood was examined and 
found to contatn white corpuscles in large quantities, 
being in the proportion of one white to two, three, 
four, or six of red blood-cells. He still had epis- 
taxis, but his health had improved under the internal 
administration of iron. The spleen continued of the 
same size, and there were imperfect erections of the 
penis. Iodide of potassium given internally, together 
with the local application of tincture of iodine, failed 
to prevent the increase in size of the glands. In the 
beginning of the year (1880) he was in the same 
condition. This is said to be the seventh case on 
record where priapism occurred in a leucocythemic 
patient. 


Remarkable Case of Fractured Femur Re- 
sulting from Muscular Action.—Clarence Foster, 
M.R.C.S., in Lancet June 26, says: I was called to 
a middle-aged gentleman suffering from simple trans- 
verse fracture of the left femur at its middle third. 
As is usual in this accident, there was considerable 
deformity, rendering the exact nature of the injury at 
once apparent. On inquiry I found the patient had 
neither fallen nor in any other way experienced di- 
rect violence to the limb, but in walking across the 
floor he unfortunately made a slight trip, and in en- 
deavoring to maintain his equilibrium the sudden 
muscular action thereby induced caused the bone to 
snap asunder. The history of the case is at least re- 
markable, for although Debeaumarchef, Curet, and 
Léveillé have cited somewhat analogous instances, so 
eminent an authority as Richerend, in the fourth edi- 
tion of his Surgical Nosography, vol. 3, p. 12, posi- 
tively asserts that a long bone when healthy can never 
be broken by this means alone, and I have no reason 
whatever for supposing the existen¢e of any abnormal 
condition of the part in this special patient. 


Disguising the Taste of Epsom Salts.—The 
purgatif Yvon (Gaz. des Hop.) consists of sulphate 
of magnesia, twenty grams; water,’ forty grams; and 
essence of mint, two or three drops. The essence of 
mint completely masks the disagreeable taste of the 
sulphate, providing that the quantity of the vehicle 
is inconsiderable. This preparation is easily taken 
by persons to whom the disagreeable taste of the 
Epsom salt is repugnant. 


Rodet’s Anti-syphilitic Liquid. Pure water, 
24 grams (370 grains); perchloride of iron, liquid, at 
30°, 12 grams (185 grains); hydrochloric, or better, 
citric acid, 4 grams (61 grains), M. 

We can not (Trousseau says of this remedy in his 
Therapeutics) now enter into the details of the great 
number of experiments which have been made in the 
hospitals at Lyons; but we should add that the re- 
sults are nearly constant, and seem to show that the 
Rodet liquid possesses the power of neutralizing the 
virus of syphilis introduced by inoculation, and of 
preventing the development of consecutive accidents. 
We will add that the same effects have been observed 
with vaccine virus. 

The method is as follows: As quickly as possible 
after the suspected coitus the part is washed in water, 
to which is added the preservative liquid in the pro- 
portion of one tablespoonful to one or two glasses of 
water. Charpie, or linen soaked in the pure liquid, 
is immediately laid on the part supposed to Le con- 
taminated, and allowed to remain for a quarter of an 
hour, care being taken that the liquid penetrates all 
the folds of skin and mucous membrane. During 
this application an injection of the aqueous mixture 
above mentioned is to be made. Finally the parts 
are washed in the cold water. 


An Epidemic of Pernicious Anemia.— At the 
Academy of Sciences a communication was read from 
Dr. Perroncito on an epidemic of pernicious anemia 
which has recently been observed among the miners 
of St. Gothard’s tunnel. Three different helminths 
were found in the dejections of these patients, an an- 
chylostoma, to which the name of Dochmius duode- 
nalis has been given by Dubini, and two varieties of 
anguillula, the A. stercoralis and the A. intestinalis. 
Dr. Perroncito thinks that the presence of these two 
parasites in the intestine is sufficient to account for 
all the symptoms.—Fvom Paris Correspondent of the 
Lancet. 


A new alkaloid, which has been named thalic- 
trine, has been obtained from the 7halictrum macro- 
carpum, a plant of the Lower Pyrenees. Two to five 
milligrams of this substance killed a frog in from 
twenty to forty minutes. A gram to a gram and a 
half of the extract injected into the veins of a d 
or rabbit kills in five minutes, death being preceded 
by convulsions, complete abolition of general sensi- 
bility, acceleration of the respiration, weakness of 
the pulse, and vomiting.—/éid. 


Mr. Golding-Bird was summoned last week to 
Paris to advise in a severe case of osteo-malacia, 
The patient is a Greek princess well known in Pa- 
risian society. Mr. Golding-Bird is the more to be 
congratulated, as there are now at least a dozen 
young surgeons here who have adopted Prof. Sayre’s 
principle of treatment.—/éid. 


Prof. Ball’s Prescription in Epilepsy —Am- 
mon. bromid., sod. bromid., 4 equal parts; take two 
to five grams twice daily (with food). Ext. bellad., 
tinct. oxid., 4& .o2 gram; make a pill; two pills to 
be taken morning and evening.— Zid. 


Jamaica Dogwood (Therap. Gazette) has been 
used by Dr. Helm, formerly physician to Mercy Hos- 
pital, Chicago, in many cases in which opium was 
not tolerated. Its anodyne properties are rather less 
than those of opium; its hypnotic action is greater. 
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Pneumonia and Tuberculosis Parasitic !— 
What Next ?—Benzoate of soda is vaunted in Ger- 
many as a specific against parasitic diseases, among 
which are ranked pneumonia and pulmonary tuber- 
culosis. Rokitansky makes his patients inhale, by 
a spray apparatus, a gram of the drug for each kilo- 
gram bodily weight. Schwitzler, also partisan of the 
anti-parasitic treatment of phthisis, gives preference 
to inhalations and subcutaneous injections of phenic 
acid. Klebs, of Prague, signals the efficacy of ben- 
zoate of soda in all febrile diseases having an infect- 
ious character. The fever does not yield as quickly 
as with quinine or salicylate of soda, but it disap- 
pears in a more certain and permanent manner. Letz- 
erich recommends it in the treatment of diphtheria. 
Of twenty-seven patients treated during an epidemic 
he affirms to have lost but one, and that a child. In 
these cases the benzoate of soda is employed inter- 
nally, the dose being from five to twenty grams, ac- 
cording to age, in about six ounces of vehicle, and 
externally in powder applied to the affected parts.— 
Boston Med. and Surg. Fournal. 


Case of Opium-poisoning with ‘‘Dr. Bull’s 
Cough-syrup.”— Dr. C. A. Bryce, in the Southern 
Clinic, concludes his report of this case as follows: 
**1, ‘Bull’s Cough Syrup’ unquestionably contains 
morphia. 2. An overdose of it will produce opium- 

isoning as surely as morphia. 3. The parents of 
the child did not feel at all alarmed about the child 
because it had taken.a large quantity of this Aarm- 
fess medicine, as they supposed it to be, and there- 
fore deferred calling a physician till almost too late. 
4. The prompt effect of one sixtieth of a grain of 
atropia in negativing the effect of this quantity of 
morphia (the quantity that may be in one third of a 
bottle of Bull’s Syrup). 5. The inutility of one fif- 
teenth of a grain of apomorphia. And lastly, my 
sincere thanks to Mr. F. M. Cary, of this city, for 
his very efficient services.” Electricity and atropia 
saved the child. 


Chloral in Ulcers.— Mr. Hugh A. Auchinleck, 


L.R.C.S.E., writes, in the Med. Press and Circular: . 


I think this drug is so useful in arresting inflamma- 
tion and secretion of pus that it is well worth further 
investigation. In the treatment of tertiary syphilitic 
ulcers chloral, in a lotion of five grains to the ounce, 
appears to destroy the specific action of the secretion, 
to deodorize and heal the sore. A similar application 
has proved very useful in healing chilblains which 
have broken, and also slow-healing abrasions over 
bony prominences. The cicatrices caused by chloral 
seem, in the cases I have employed it, to assume the 
natural color of the skin more rapidly than those 
caused by other applications. I have tried in gleet, 
with apparently good results, an injection of iodo- 
form (five grains to one ounce water). Inject while 
the powder is temporarily suspended by agitation in 
the syringe. 


Iodoform and Goiter.—In 1843 Bouchardat rec- 
ommended iodoform as a substitute for tincture of 
iodine and iodides, and gave it in pastilles and pills. 
In 1848 Glover followed his example, curing two 
women who had goitre by internal and external treat- 
ment combined. He gave it internally in the dose of 
thirty to forty-five centigrams (4.6 to 7 grains) a day in 
three or four pills, making inunction upon the tumor 
at the same time with a pomade containing iodoform. 
Trousseau’s Therapeutics. 


Inhalations of Benzoate of Ammonium in 
Pulmonary Phthisis.—Dr. Wagner, of Buda Pesth, 
writes, in Med. Chir. Centralblatt (Medical Press and 
Circular) that he prefers this salt to the benzoate of 
sodium, on acccunt of its being more volatile, and 
thus capable of penetrating deeper into the smaller 
bronchioles than the latter, and also because it de- 
composes easier, leaving free benzoic acid, the anti- 
bacterial effect of which is greater than that of either 
of its salts. He lets his patients inhale till a burning 
sensation is produced in the chest, when the breath- 
ing becomes less labored, the cough easier, and the 
appetite increases. 


Removal of Strong Odors from the Hands. 
Druggists’ Circular: Ground mustard mixed with a 
little water is an excellent agent for cleansing the 
hands after handling odorous substances, such as 
cod-liver oil, musk, valerianic acid and its salts. A. 
Huber states that all oily seeds when powdered will 
answer this purpose. In the case of almonds and 
mustard, the development of ethereal oil under the 
influence of water may perhaps be an additional help 
to destroy foreign odors. The author mentions that 
the smell of carbolic acid may be removed by rub- 
bing the hands with damp flaxseed meal, and that 
cod-liver-oil botttes may be cleansed with a little of 
the same or olive oil. 


Chian Turpentine in Cancer.—In the practice 
of my colleagues and in my own some twenty cases 
have been subjected to the treatment for several 
weeks without the least improvement in any case— 
without the slightest appearance that the ordinary 
progress of the disease had been interfered with in 
the least—Mr. Lawson Tait, in the Lancet. 


Jamaica Dogwood (Piscidia erythrina).—Dr. 
J. H. Egan, in Indiaria Medical Reporter, says: For 
the cure of toothache, where a cavity exists in the 
tooth, it is an absolute specific. I have used it in 
over five hundred cases without a failure. . . . In 
bronchitis, asthma, and nervous coughs it will be 
found useful. Whenever it is necessary in a cough- 
mixture to prescribe opium, it can be advantageously 
displaced and Jamaica dogwood used. This is an 
advantage. Opium impairs the digestive functions, 
while no deleterious results follow the use of Jamaica 
dogwood. 


Fecundity Extraordinary.—The Lancet trans- 
lates the following from La France Médicale: A 
woman, whose name and address are given, was 
several months pregnant when she was seized with 
colicky pains. Attributing them to ordinary causes, 
she went into her vineyard, and was profoundly as- 
tonished to discover presently that she had been con- 
fined. Dr. Watering, of Maregnac, was called to her, 
and found that she had given birth to eight children, 
perfectly formed. *They were inclosed in a sac, and 
had apparently perished from mutual pressure during 
their growth. The mother did well. 


A case of nervous inflammatory puerperal 
fever caused by a vivid dream is reported by Dr. 
Cassels, of Three Rivers, P. Q., in the Canada Med- 
ical Record of June. [While we are not sure that 
we know what a “nervous inflammatory puerperal 
fever’’ is, we do believe that vivid, horrible dreams 
may prove injurious by shock to the nervous system. 
—Ebs.] 








